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A Andreasgon i Do Prodell photogeopded of e
Chelsea Garden Cenber’s new localion on N1th Avenuand 4ath Stroef.
Phodogrophey by Andrew French, siyling by Kothy Kriofut.
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Billy Lalins, Smencas ol Lauraale Fresfm 2001-200%, weamd o relik poirlng cull Uhal the Hamanlic poals Killed aff humer and aex in Faver af land-
weaps, His resalve: Tm beging bo write about humar and landicspe, snd accasionally wex.” 5o, while Lancelol "Capabilily” Broen, the wpth-contusy

suprerslar landscape designer, might be Laken aback by some of today's whimsical garden creations, Colling |-|||_:| L Firvd & kincred apinit among & mum-
bar of comtemporary landscape dedignen intauciant compesitions and tensucus coemianalions. As with any ark, Ge o iambic or arbareal, there musd
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JEFF MENDOZA
J. MENDOZA
GARDENS, INC.

18 Wasl ¥Fth Sireet, Mew York, HY 10004 J
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Casa in paint: Jal Mendsza, Samuel Taylor Colevidee himsalf, auther of
Thee B of the Anciend Moriner, might find manifold delighis in
Mardoza’s octopus garden, even if its inspiration sprang from the
Beailes song rathar than creatures af thig doep. But, Mendoza explaing,
thie clignif also Bhed the naulical slemant and ils resonancs wilh ‘Sir:
Harbar’s seafaring histary The actopus herk garden, along with its sk
limg gardens (poremnial, poal and woodland gordens) on the complex
Hampton property, was one of the eardiest projects For the Mew Yaork
City-based landscape designar, 5o it holds a special place in his heart.
He's bsen taking care of it for naarly 20 yoars. But his original artistc
varnacular was soulptura. | trained at the School of the Art Instibute of
Chacago,” e says, but after gracuation, 1 reeded a job bo support the studc”

A frigned with o landscaps business anlisted his help and the transition
was wirtually seambess. In the studio, he had been working with “trees
and limbs and leaves, but they were a kend of mataphor for thi roal
world.” Mowing to actually working in the real world brought up the
issue of materials: living things as opposed to stone,

n the rth floor of 6 Euilding an Cenlral Park Scalty, Jeff Mendosa “T've always been interested in plants, and of course, dealing with the
rewded @ iranqual mosi gorden with faw juniper plonded along Bhe paraped landscape is on some level extremely painterly and wery sculptural. You
] : hawve to deal with the mandpulation of plants in space.” he sxplains,

The intellectual challenge of learming about the plants became an added
stimulus. “It's one of the more gratifying things about the work,” saps
HMerdoza, A complobely different language. And it's science, That's
raally interesting to ma.”

% is his particular integration of these two "languages™ that has estab.
lished his reputation, The sculpiural quakties of the many rocftop
gardens ard terraces he has oreated have garmered international
renawn, such as a Byoto garden-nspired rectangle of imported
Japanese river stones with o geometric ripple of grass and Mexican
beach stone bordars, punctuated by ornamental grasses and a woeeping
pine. "City terraces are more about a kind of fantasy, because there are
gardens whore they really don belong.” he says. “Part of that shack is
lik thepadre. You look out the window and say, "Oh my God, here's a
Japanese garden on the 8th floor of this bulding.” It"s almost like a
proscenium that you experience from the inside as well”

Theatricality aside, Mondoza views his various projects, whether it be a
Mew York terrace or & Hampton estate, like his children. Unflike othor art
forms, a garden is a living art, abways evolving, so it takes a special, often
lifelong, commitment. lronically, “the long-term evclution of the garden
and the space as the plants and trees mature” is what be finds most
satisfying = like a sculpture that is never quite finished.
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ANI ANTREASYAN
ANI ANCIENT STONE
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Ani Antreasyan wasnt trained to carve stone, buk she's abways had
an axtraordinary fascination with it, And, infractable as it is. it has
been her springboard into landscape design. In fact, for her, the
two are ineatricably inked. A5 a Turkish Armenian growing up in
Istanbul, she remembers towring castles with her family and
staying outside to play in the gardens. amongst the statuary *l've
abwvays wrappod mysalf around old stone,” sha laughs. That
prechant was coupled with a lovwe for gardens themsebas.

“I've gardened since | was able to walk,” she says, describing her
family’s two-acre garden of herbs and flowers. fruits and vegeta-
bles. “We had a gardener who reslly cared sbout them and | was
his litkle assistank.”

Wt all that lay dormant whils Antreasyan toiled for 10 years at the
Metrogolitan Musewm of Art on the layout of their retail shop, and
then info the exhibition design and photo departmenis. Bul after
a decade. her childhood passions resurfaced and she left to open
Canyon Antiques (renamed Ani Ancient Stone) on the Upper East
Side, and bagan Filling it with old store pieces, especially ones for
outdoor s,

She recalled trips with her parents to exscavations all over Turkey,
and secing a lok of anfique stone being unearthed. Hs there, she
says, that °| leamed o bzl the difference bebwoen stone and the
age of it" 5o she roturned to the Familiar, 1 started buying in
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Turkey, then afier | learned the marked, | startod traveling in Europe.” Mow
thores no stopping her. *1 buy wherover | go”™ But today her sproes ane
Fuegled as much by her chents’ desires as her own,

The mowe inte garden design happened incrementally — after a client chose
a picce, she would go and install it for them, creating little niches and
vignettes. This led to an imvitation to design a terrace for the Kips Bay Show
Housa in 37000, and bor cliend list has grown steadily over since

Another show house just last year for the American Hospital in Paris
Foundation highlights ber inventiveness. The terrace was bong amd

mErTOwW = 30 she mads it even narrawer., “When you looked out, you saw &
tunnel of beautiful groen trees, and at the and of the tunnel, a Fountain and
the temale sculpture. The bwo little benches made it scrt of like a mniature
Evropean park.”

Antreasyan's years of experience with retail design and especially phologra:
phy ot the Met have funneled into her sesthetic approach as well. She
tends to see compositions with a photographic precision. Witness the stons
grayhounds she found in England flanking an 18th-certury Turkish barn
doce, which served to integrate the existing clements of the landscape. I
do lapout and style the way a photographer thinks about shooting and crop-
ping.” she explains. Anobher signatwre is a minimal color paletie of icy blues
and laswenders, so the stome remains the focal point. *l use alot of
Mediterrancan foliage, and | plant big amounts of lavender” She feels this is
one of the reascns clients seek ber out. “I'm vory opiricnated and avery
body likes that.”




MICHAEL MADARASH
KOKOBO PLANTSCAPES

375 Baldwin Boad, Hempstead, HY nsso [ 514699047308 f
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Michael Madarash may very wall have chlorophyll in his veins. The Long
lsland native began gardening when he was proverbially “knee-high 1o a
grasshopper.” "My grandfather worked for the Massau County Parks
Drepariment, so at an early age | would go with him to work and help tend
the beds and plant flowers,” he remembers. And though his father was nat
employed as a gardenes, it was clearly his Bfe's wodk. Weekends spent
hiking in the country were hunt-and-gather axpeditions for their Suffolk
County property. “We'd bring home Btthe sapbngs and plant wild flowers.
And you kreow, 20 years laber, it's a gorgeous, gorgeous property.”

Madarash’s enthusiasm is palpable. That enthusisum ignited an entrepre-
rieurial spirit that has served him well. "By the time | was 18, | had & small
comparry with three of my Friends warking for mie; wa had a litthe Lswn route
in the toeen.” But be was determined to have his handz-on experience
balanced with education. 5o he enrolled at UMass specifically to attend the
Stockbridge School of Agricultwre, ane of the best in the country Summers
were spent interning sl landscape companses and a Philadelphia golf
course, which played into an aspect of his present business, maintaining the
landscapes of large hotel properties. A lot of what | lbearned at that golf
club comes inta play in berms of trying fo keep everything perfect.”

During the semesters, he started a company that landscaped the sorority
houses on campus. Very smarl. Because Lhat's how he met his wife, who
was integral to the naming af his current company. KokoBo combines
Eokopelk, the ancient Indian figure representing brwth, hard waork and
mischief with Bo, a version of his wile's nickname

With this panoply of experience and seemingly boundless energy, the 29-
year-old has mede KokoBe Planktscapes an awaard-winnin,g landscape design
business thak covers properties large and small &l over Mew York and Long
Island. Yet, his favorite projects tend to be contained spaces like the West
Village rocftog be desigred sardy on °l lowve urban landscapes. and the
challenge of figuring out the logistics of getting things through tight spaces;
taking a tiny area and expanding it and brying to incerporate all these
elements withaut it becaming overcrewded.”

Chne challenge invalved instaling a drip irrigation system, a topic that was

barely glanced wpon in schosl, During the contultation on his first recfilop,
the chend was sdamant about ne sprinklers, “and | thowght, how is thal going
ko work?™ says Madarash, But it worked so well that “now &'s really all we do”

Anolher issue s his commilment o sustainable landscapes and emwiron-
menkal improsement. “With global warming, the cost of energy. plus the
health benefits, to be able to recycle and enjoy areas that we couldn't

befare is 8o impartant.” RN S SR T U S SO gy dei
Madarash has even become a bit of a TV personality, appearing arn HGTV ,.-,.- Is and drifiw i , n --.,.. ,,, ,.., ond .. . -:.,
Landicapers C—hﬂl‘l‘éﬂg\f and lack PRAr s Lirban Oulisders where he and kis wrplerfoll it Baill with moss rock, Perneyivonia fielduone ond
team designed and installed seven “ridiculously gorgeous gardens” in 50 smacdh river rock Modorash scurced while o a fishing frip

dars. "It was really crazy, We worked For 30 days straight, 148 hour days, priode Maw Vorl

somatimes n the ran, | was really crazy” Although he credits it as an
amacing sxperience, hi's nod wre they'd do it again,

Loaking to the Tubisre, bis YO g bralber is studying environmental design
at SUHY Banghamton, so the plan is bo being him in after graduation as he
has his Father, now YIP of KokoBo, creating o nice symmetry with his

roats — gardening as a family alfair



DAVID PROTELL
PRESIDENT OF THE
CHELSEA GARDEN CENTER

B TR Sovar dik Skreall, Maw York, NY w0058
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Ta o corisin dl.ag-l{'l:. Do Prabell sould be erpdibed wath rrl:-llcmg Chalios
Blasm Thores me daubd that ke Chelies Garden Comlarn, noee an fa mﬁhl,h
incarmation, has hed o prafound impect an the eity’s greenscape. The mymed
ricves. the labest bo ith Averue and dath Streat (weth its first adjunct in
Brooklyn), hive prompted the CGC president te call it the Gypsy Gardan
Canler on o number of accasions, o reebul scknowledgrment of the cily's ever
;_Iq-:n;m_-|u-.5 roal oslale markel rqlrl.'.in,!; tha establishrmort bo pull up reaks and
rirlecnla avary Tiw posrs, Bul moarly awary bivsd 1k Rai leaded o 6 new loca
L, il basn |HEthr sl b liar

& far ory from ifs humble beginnings on the corner of 230d Street and 10
docarne in 1984 Protell deseribes Chelses a3 o ghest bewn then, “On the
soukh side of 25rd Stroel bobwean $lh and 10th, all Ekese browrabones ware
baardid up and in docae” Bul, thare happered ba be & ] tare down the
Black ealled Petlary Barn and their full-page sale ads in the Mew Yok Times
drenw peaple to the neighborbaod. and o the bitle garden design sfore on the
cormer, It just mushroomed from there,” Yes, it did

In fnch, & wis ancther kappy sccidonrt thal lndaed Probel in the lsndscape
Bugirgds in Uhie firdd place, Probells Babhar, an aral surgesn, indiabed his won do
saime maral labar belare collage, e Pradell gal & job with the Mes oy
Departmant of Highways, Shade Tree Davsion, wheth preved an unusus
source of inspiration. “The Dulchman whe ran that division was an socom-
plished artisd, snd a masber gardenar with a piclure-parecl collage garden,”
ke ramernbers, “What = were ﬂmtiuﬁ back in the lake @oq in the roleries of
tha Lowribipd wid 3n'|.'|r|"||:|_.r

This picued his nberested. a5 did the more technical side, 1 was also coming
cial of iy jock phase, and | bull o Little Leagee Field with these guys a5 waell, |
gol to see the landscape consbnuclion side of it, e geomelry in Lhe Feld, dil-
ferard rralerials, the drm-'..m-;-. the construction, Ehe iyoul, the typas ufgr.n;v_..
thar bypa of elay, the olevations for tha puln::lung s, ihe mespuremenky
irnveloed — wory imboresting”

He attended iMass for the herticulbure program, But is quick io point o
that in the ©7as 'quIII:IE'\'I'IiIhE BE 8 P hl:ll.?'h'f s | ewan on he g, snall;l:lmﬁ
al the hirst Chelsea location was really & sort of home Base, "W ware Ling
thir fazshly & & dopot far thg wark Wa v tln.-'.g_h:-rf.'.cﬂ- ard rmF!-:}F'p -
dens.” Protell explame “We really Backed mbe the reled bugne”

Bt noe the Chelsea Garden Center is front and center of Mew York's
landscaps industry and Prodell is cleary provd of hew they'we grown, “We've
:|¢z|“r'n!ﬂ:| I.ﬂm-&qqarﬁ-h}q}‘: J.ﬁ|:.p||q'w &ar:lqu.‘!. in the sireed on Rockeboller
Plazo, We've designed pentheuses in the shy thal we crome Droed into, W'
Built ball Falds, the Battory Park Cily soceer fald, We've planted tons of
thousands of grasses and worked for ary number of different architects. From
lag poals on recfiops to dog runs on penthouses and rose garcens lor Bethe
Fidlar. VWhat we do bare in New Yark |5 unigue.”

Bdover @l s re locatman, & vordant cass on the oihorsse reelsss 1k Aeenue
appraach te the Lnceln Tunaed, the OG0 seems mare a parmanant Fature in
the city'’s collactive mind tham & Bxzed spot in it landscape, Mobes Proded]
“What's amazng i3 people have followed us to every one of our locations and
ouar cligntale contimues to build, Ard you know what that's about? That's
alsal gﬂll.]ur'm't:-'

Far TN eae 2477 (Tall-Fraa) Brrapsonss §wvweaich el 2 i e T2 0 ) LT Y

Gevit Guealy, a NYC-based journalis!, wriles on a variely of
cultural concemns, including borticuli v,
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